


"THEY LAID THE FOUNDATION OF A STATE WHEREIN 
EVERY MAN THROUGH COUNTLESS AGES SHOULD 

HAVE LIBERTY"

INSCRIPTION SUR LE MONUMENT PLAYMOUTH ROCK

Pour nous, les données fondamentales des relations franco-américaines ce sont l'amitié et 
l'alliance.
L'amitié, voilà bientôt deux cents ans qu'elle existe comme une éminente réalité répondant à la 
nature des deux pays, développée par toutes sortes de penchants, d'influences, de liens 
particuliers maintenus par le fait que, de toutes les puissances du monde, la France est la 
seule - en dehors je dois dire de la Russie - avec laquelle jamais les Etats-Unis n'ont échanger 
un coup de canon, tandis qu'elle est entre toutes, sans exception, la seule qui ait combattu à 
leurs côtés pendant trois guerres : la guerre d'indépendance, la première puis la deuxième 
guerre mondiale, dans des conditions à jamais inoubliables ..."

*Réponse à une question d'actualité posée au Général de Gaulle le 14 janvier 1965

Avec tous les remerciements de Terre Des Langues à Sara keilholtz qui à tant 
contribué à la réalisation de ce livret.
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DAY 3 
 

Date:_____________  
Write the date American style:  Month/Day/Year 

HISTORICALLY SPEAKING 
         
        Colonial Education:  
        1600’s-1700’s 
         
        Journal Entries 
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HISTORICALLY SPEAKING 

Early American Education 
1600’s—1700’s 

“Most people believe that the idea that all Americans should get a free  
education at the expense of the government through high school graduation or possibly college was 

written into the Constitution or the Declaration of Independence or is some sort of  
founding principle of our country. Well it’s not. At the time it was 

A NEW, RADICAL, CRAZY IDEA.”   

—Nicolas Lemann, author and journalist 

1600’s—1700’s  

Typical One-room Schoolhouse 

In seventeenth and eighteenth-century Amer-
ica, the institutions closest to current public 
schools were the short-term schools supported 
by towns in the northern  British colonies.  

Town meetings often voted to provide elemen-
tary schooling for ten or twelve weeks a year. 
They often favored boys over girls and charged 
parents fees to supplement the town’s support. 

Families carried most of the responsibility for   
children’s learning, along with churches, 
neighbors, and peers. Not only was schooling 
less important and thus not very extensive, but 
in general it was not free, not governmental, 
and not secular.  

These arrangements meant that family wealth, 
race, and gender had a strong impact on how 
much formal education a child received. 

Subjects students studied in  
colonial schools: 

 
• The Alphabet and Penmanship 
• Poetry and the Bible 
• Phonics and Spelling 
• Manners and Behavior 
• Arithmetic 
• Navigation 
 

Code of Manners and Behavior  
In a Colonial School 

1. Don’t show anything to your friend that 
might frighten him.  

2. In the presence of others do not sing,            
hum or tap your feet.  

3. Do not sneeze, yawn or burp in public . 
4. Do not sleep when someone is speaking. 
5. Do not sit when someone is standing.  
6. Do not cross you feet or legs when sitting.   
7. Do not shift in your seat or bite your nails.  
8. Do not kill mice, ticks or lice in front of      

others.   
9. Keep your hair, nails, and teeth clean.  
10. Do not laugh too loudly in public. 
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Vocabulary: “Mix and match” 

HISTORICALLY SPEAKING 

1600’s—1700’s 

Radical (adj.) A person who is equal to you in age or class 

Impact (n.) Male or female 

Institution (n.) Large, wide-ranging 

To fund (tr. v.) Not religious 

Fee (n.) Extreme 

Supplement (tr. v.) To pay for 

Peer (n.) Money charged for a service 

Extensive (adj.) An impression made on something 

Secular (adj.) An established organization 

Gender (n.) To add something 

 

Drawing 
 

Choose three rules from “Code of Manners and Behavior”  
Draw a picture of what NOT to do.  

1._________________________ 

 

2._________________________ 

 

3._________________________ 

Example: 

Rule #3:  
“Do not sneeze, yawn or burp in 

public” 

• 25 •



• 26 •



• 27 •



• 28 •



• 29 •



• 30 •



• 31 •



• 32 •



DAY 4 
 

Date:_____________  
Write the date American style:  Month/Day/Year 

 

HISTORICALLY SPEAKING 
         
        Common Schools:  
        1800’s 
         
        Journal Entries 

Did you know? 
 

Average School Attendance 
 

        1870: 7.6 million 
        1890: 12.7 million 
        2001: 47.8 million 
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Birth of Public Education “Common Schools”  

Did you know? 
Today, the apple symbolizes the relationship between teachers and students. The  
custom of giving teachers apples originated when public school teachers were paid 
with whatever the community could afford, often in food or goods like apples, meat, 
wood, milk, eggs, etc.  

The American public school as we know it today was born in the mid-nineteenth century. Its 
founders called it the “common” school.  They arose through two decades of debate prior to the 
Civil War in the Northeast and the Midwest of what is now the United States and, later in the 
nineteenth century, in the South and the West. 

“It is a free school system. It knows no  
distinction between rich and poor. It throws open its doors and spreads the 
table of its bounty for all children of the state...Education then, beyond all 

other devices of human origin is the equalizer of the conditions of men, the 
great balance wheel of the social machinery.”   

—Horace Mann, known as the father of  
American public education 

Common schools: 
 
• Were funded by local 

property taxes 
 
• charged no tuition 
 
• were open to all white  

Children 
 

• were governed by local 
school committees 

 
• were subject to a small 

amount of regulation 
from the state. 

HISTORICALLY SPEAKING 

1800’s  

1840: Bishop John Hughs 
asks for state aid for Catholic 
schools because he see a 
protestant bias in education.  

1842: NY passes McClay Bill 
banning religious instruction 
in schools receiving public 
funds. Other states follow.  

1852: Horace Mann 
helps pass first atten-
dance law for elemen-
tary school children.   

1875: President Grant gives 
famous speech saying “not 
one dollar shall go do reli-
gious schools.”  
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HISTORICALLY SPEAKING 

1800’s  
Vocabulary 

Distinction: 
Bounty: 
Devices: 
Founders: 
Funded: 
Tuition: 
Committees 
Regulation: 

Reading Comprehension 
 
What were the characteristics of a “common school?” _________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________  
 
____________________________________________________________________________________  
 
____________________________________________________________________________________  
 
 

Critical Thinking 
 
 
How are common schools different from public schools today? _______________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________  
 
___________________________________________________________________________________  
 
____________________________________________________________________________________  
 
 
 
 
Do you think that religion should be allowed to be taught in public schools?  
Why or why not?
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Horace Mann said that public school would “know no distinction between rich and poor.” 
Do you think this is true? Do you think this is possible? How? ________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________  
 
____________________________________________________________________________________  
 
___________________________________________________________________________________  
 
____________________________________________________________________________________  
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DAY 5 
 

Date:_____________  
Write the date American style:  Month/Day/Year 

 

HISTORICALLY SPEAKING 
         
        The American Dream? 
 
        Bilingual Education 
 
        Desegregation 

Did you know? 
 

School Spending 
 

        1870: $63 million 
        1890: $141 million 
        1920: $1 billion 
        2001: $330 billion 
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HISTORICALLY SPEAKING 

1900’s  
The American Dream? 
By 1900 the United States was becoming in-
creasingly urban. Cities were crowded with im-
migrants arriving from every part of the globe. 
Between 1890 and 1930, over 22 million came 
to the United States, including almost three mil-
lion children. For them, school was the place 
where the American dream was nurtured, and 
the future itself took shape… So powerful was 
the lure of education that on the day after a 
steamship arrived, as many as 125 children 
would apply to one New York school. Thou-
sands of students attended school part time for 
lack of space. Yet for many other children, 
school was nothing more than a mysterious 
building passed on the way to work. In 1900, 
only 50 percent of America’s children were in 
school, and they received an average of only five 
years of schooling. The remaining children 
could often be found at work. 

The End of Bilingual Education 
In the years before World War I, schools in 
many cities had taught courses in the language 
of the major immigrant group, such as Ger-
man. Historian David Tyack explains, “The 
Germans…were quite proud of their own lan-
guage and tradition and insisted that their lan-
guage be taught in places like…St. Louis and 
Cincinnati and Cleveland. Hundreds of thou-
sands of children learned German or learned 
in German in public schools. And learned 
about the glories of Germany.” But by 1917, 
the United States was at war. Former president 
Theodore Roosevelt was among those leading 
the call for an English-only curriculum. 

Desegregation 
1950, the case, filed as Brown v. Board of Edu-
cation of Topeka, went to the Supreme Court, 
where it was argued by Thurgood Marshall and 
other attorneys from the NAACP Legal Defense 
Fund. They spoke on behalf of plaintiffs not 
only in Topeka, Kansas, but also in South Caro-
lina, Delaware, Virginia, and the District of Co-
lumbia. On May 17, 1954, Chief Justice Earl 
Warren announced the court’s unanimous deci-
sion: 
 
 “It is doubtful that any child may reasonably 
be expected to succeed in life if he is denied the 
opportunity of an education. Such an opportu-
nity…is a right which must be available to all 
on equal terms. Separate educational facilities 
are inherently unequal.” 
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HISTORICALLY SPEAKING 

1900’s  

In your words, what is “the American Dream?”____________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Do you believe the “American Dream” is possible? Why or why not?________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Describe the situation of immigrants in France:________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

New Vocabulary from reading: 

“We will never know how many Dr. Salks, Pablo 
Casal’s or Picasso’s we’ve lost because children 

from minority groups were not inspired or  
challenged and given a chance to show what 

they’ve got.” 
—Julia Nava, former Ambassador to Mexico under 

Jimmy Carter 

What is she saying? 

“We’ve got but one language here, and that isthe 
English language. We intend to see that 

[schools] turn our people out as Americans of 
American nationality—not dwellers of a polyglot 

boarding house.” 
 

—President Theodore Roosevelt.  

What is he saying? 
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